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State California- The ResourcesAgency

DEPARTMENT OF AND CAME
htto:
South Region
4949 Viewridge Avenue

CA 921 23
467-4201

March20,2008

Ms. Cema
Department CityPlanning
City of Angeles
6262 Van Boulevard, Suite 351
Van Nuys,

Noticeof of a
Environmental for

Development Community Plan
SCH AngetesCounty

Dear Ms.

TheDepartment of Fish and Game (Department) has the above-referenced Notice
of Preparation for a Report to impacts to
biological TheCity of Angeles preparea the Community
Plan which will comprise acres, 23 of Los Angeles.
The area is by the City to the north and east, the of San

the south and southwest,and San and GoldenState
freeways the west. TheCity of and the Angeles Forest aredirectly
north of The CP will address the Land Element theGeneralPlan, will
address land uses,streetarrangements, and services through

To enable Department staff adequatelyreview and on theproposed project we
the information, applicable, be included in the Draft Environmental

Report:

A complete,recent assessment flora and fauna within and adjacent to project
area, with particularemphasisupon endangered, and locally
uniquespeciesand sensitivehabitats {Attachment 1). This includea
floral and faunal speciescompendium of the entire projectsite, undertaken at the
appropriate time year.

a. A thorough recent assessmentof rare plants and naturalcommunities,
the for Assessing fa Rare and Rare Natural
Communities.

A complete,recent assessment of sensitive fish, and
specks. Seasonal variationsin use of the projectarea should be addressed.

focused, conducted atthe appropriatetime of year
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and time of when the sensitive are or identifiable,are
required. Acceptable species-specificsurvey proceduresshould be developed in

with the Departmentand and Service.

Rare, threatened, and endangered tobe addressed should include all those
meet the Quality (CEQA)definition (see CEQA

Guidelines, Section

The Departments Habitat Data AnalysisBranch in Sacramentoshould be
contacted at 322-2493 to obtain current informationon any previously reported
sensitive speciesand habitats, includingSignificantNatural Areas under
Chapter 12 Fish and Also, any EcologicalAreas

or SensitiveHabitats or any areas are considered
sensitive by the that are located in adjacentto the projectarea
must be addressed.

2. A thoroughdiscussion of direct, indirect, and cumulativeimpactsexpected to adversely
affectbiological with specific measures to such impacts. This

should on and minimizing

a. CEQAGuidelines,Section direct that ofthe regional is
critical to an assessmentof andthat should
be placedonresources are rare orunique the region.

b. impacts also be analyzed relative to their on off-site
and populations. thisshould include nearbypublic open space,
adjacent natural and riparianecosystems. to and of

areas, including access habitat in adjacent
areas are concernto Department and be fully evaluated and provided.
The should include a of potentialfor impacts

such as increased vehicle artificial noise and

c. A cumulativeeffectsanalysis should be developed as described under CEQA
Guidelines, Section151 General and as well as present, and
anticipatedfutureprojects, should be analyzed to impacts on similar
plant and wildlife habitats.

to migratory by the projectshouldbe evaluated
includingproposals to native and landscaping and other

fornativebirds. evaluationmay also such elements
as roost sites and bird and waterfowl and
staging sites. All migratory native bird species are by
internationaltreaty under the Bird TreatyAd of 8

Section 10.13). Sections3503,3503.5and 3513 oftheCalifornia Fish and
Game Code prohibit take of birds and their including and other
migratory as listed under MBTA.

to all habitats from City or required FuelModificationZones
slated as mitigation lossof habitat occur

f. project activities (including disturbancesto vegetation) place
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outsideof breedingbird (February 1 September1) to avoid take
(includingdisturbanceswhich wouldcauseabandonment of active nestscontaining
eggs young). activitiescannot the breedingbird season, nest

shouldbe conducted and activenestsshould be and with a
minimumbuffer asdeterminedby a biological (the Departmentrecommends
a minimum buffer for all nests).

A range of alternatives should be analyzed to ensure that alternatives totheproposed
are fully consideredandevaluated. A rangeof alternativeswhich avoid or

otherwiseminimize to biological resources
habitats, coastal sage scrub, Joshua woodlands, be
included. Specific locations should also be evaluated in areaswith lower
resource where appropriate.

a. Mitigation measuresfor project impacts to sensitiveplants, animals, and
emphasize evaluationand of alternativeswhichavoid or

project impacts. Compensationforunavoidable impacts acquisition
and of highqualityhabitat should be addressedwith
mitigation locationsclearly

The Departmentconsiders NaturalCommunitiesas threatenedhabitatshaving
regional and significance. Thus, communities be fully

avoided and fromproject-relatedimpacts (Attachment 2).

c. Departmentgenerally doesnot support use of and/or
as for rare,threatened, or endangered species.

studieshave shownthat theseefforts are in natureand
largely unsuccessful.

4. A California EndangeredSpeciesAct (CESA) Permitmust be obtained,ifthe has
the potential to in "take"of of plantsor animals listedunderCESA, either
during or the life of the project CESA are conserve,
protect, enhance,and restore threatenedor endangeredspeciesandtheir
habitats. Early is encouraged, as significant modification to proposed

and may be required in order obtain a CESA Permit.
Revisionsto the FishandGameCode, effectiveJanuary thatthe
Department issue a separateCEQA document for issuance a CESA unless
the CEQA document addressesall impactsto listedspecies and specifies
a mitigation monitoring and reporting programthat meet the requirements of a CESA
permit these reasons, the informationis requested:

a. Biological mitigationmonitoring and reportingproposals be of detail
and resolution satisfy the requirements for a

b. A Agreementand MitigationPlanare requiredfor
plants listed as rare the NativePlant Act.

The Department opposes the of watercourses(including channels)
the ofnatural and drainages or conversion to subsurface

drains. wetlands and whether ephemeral, or
must be retainedand with substantialsetbacks which the riparianand
aquatic valuesandmaintaintheirvalue to on-site and wildlifepopulations.
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The Department recommendsa minimum natural buffer feet from outside
edge the riparian zoneon each sideof a drainage.

a. The requiresa Streambed Alteration Agreement pursuant to
of the FishandGame Code. withtheapplicant prior any

direct or impact a lakeor stream bed, bank or channelor associated
riparian The Department'sissuance a may be a project that is
subject to CEQA. To issuance the Agreement CEQA
the a responsibleagencyunderCEQA may considerthe
jurisdiction's (LeadAgency) document far the To minimize additional
requirementsby the Departmentunder CEQA the document should fully the
potential to the lake, stream riparian and provideadequate
avoidance,mitigation, and reporting commitmentsfor issuanceof the
Agreement. Early is recommended, since modification the proposed

maybe to or reduce impacts to and wildliferesources.

Thank youfor this opportunityto providecomment. Questionsregarding this and
further coordination theseissues be directedto Ms. Staff
EnvironmentalScientist, at 335-4369.

EnvironmentalScientist

Ms. Helen
Ms.
Ms.
Mr. Harris. Pasadena

Departmentof F i i and

State Clearinghouse,





























Summary Points from Comment Cards 

NOP Scoping Meeting 3/11/2008 

 

 Can the “Tree City USA” standard be applied to Sylmar? 

 Concerns of growth and infrastructure and quality of life issues 

 Community is concrete and ugly; lacks flow, connection, business areas 

 Parks and recreational areas are dry, old, ugly, and overpopulated 

 Need to drive out of Sylmar to [go to the theatre, shopping, etc.] 

 The speed of traffic is terrible [Esp. on Foothill between Balboa and Maclay] 

 Bad street parking 

 Sidewalks/multi-use walkways needed 

 Use and beautify DWP Riverways for multi-use purposes 

 Opposition to land use changes that will impact K-zoned lots 

 Traffic and utility issues are not being properly addressed 

 Are we going to get services that will accommodate the growth – police, fire, water, 

animal regulation? 

 Polk Street shouldn’t be a major highway – there are too many children/pedestrians 

walking along with rapid traffic and no safe sidewalks 

 Too many billboards in the community 

 Too much cement around the new developments 

 Maclay/Gladstone – Major traffic 

 No street cleaning services on Dronfield between Sayre and Astoria – also needs 

speed bumps for the speeding issue around the school 

 Need guidelines for properties adjacent to the freeways 

 Guidelines for signage to protect family values 

 Sylmar needs a venue where “the young and the old can come out and enjoy the 

night” 

 Dirt streets around Rancho Cascades need to be paved 

 Need more horse trails that connect 

 Roxford, SF Road, Polk, and Glenoaks should be widened and repaved 

 Need better landscaping along the freeway 

 Eliminate taco vendors 

 Need police enforcement in the Sylmar parks 

 Keep the K-overlay which allows us to have suburban horse keeping facilities 

 Too much traffic for the streets to handle (Esp. Hubbard/210fwy) 

 Building more and more housing on small lots is adding to the traffic problem 



 Traffic signals are confusing on Hubbard at the 210E on-ramp (husband and wife 

both in accidents at this intersection) 

 High rates 0f speed on connecting side streets. Total disregard for stop signs and 

traffic lights. 

 Noise pollution (from traffic, sub-woofers, and sound systems on the fwy) 

 Coral 12 – Feeder Trails 

o Stetson Ranch/Glenoaks 

o Bledsoe – North to the Hills 

o Gladstone to the flood control 

o Roxford – North of Borden under fwy 

o Herrick past Roxford 



Sylmar New Community Plan (NCP)
Summary of EIR Scoping Comments (Comment Period 2/19/08 to 3/20/08)

Land Use
CalTrans requests special attention to the jobs-and-housing balance concept to decrease commutes and traffic
Concerns of growth and infrastructure and quality of life issues
Need guidelines for properties adjacent to the freeways
Keep the K-overlay which allows us to have suburban horse keeping facilities
Concerns related to conflicts between horse-zoned properties and other uses--loss of horse uses
Decrease potential development in the Pacoima Canyon watershed through use of overlay zones
Eliminate taco vendors
Approve only the least amount of development possible in the Pacoima watershed to limit development near Rim of the Valley Trail
Solidify trail alignment and protect from changes due to development demands
Place most restrictive designations on areas near Rim of Valley Trail, especially Pacoima Wash-Lopez Canyon to protect key views, habitat, and watersheds
Need to drive out of Sylmar [to go to the theatre, shopping, etc.]
Building more and more housing on small lots is adding to the traffic problem
Opposition to land use changes that will impact K-zoned lots
SCAG requests that EIR consider consistency with the 1997 General Plan Framework for the entire city of Los Angeles

Aesthetics
Too much cement around the new developments, Community is concrete and ugly; lacks flow, connection, business areas
City Design overlays, and architectural styles for area.
Need better landscaping along the freeway
Guidelines for signage to protect family values
Too many billboards in the community

Recreation
Maximize the quality of the Rim of the Valley Trail
Need more horse trails that connect
Use and beautify DWP Riverways for multi-use purposes
Address previous history of trail alignment modifications due to development

Population and Housing
Concerns related to increase in population
Caltrans suggests focusing on pop/housing/jobs balance to ultimately reduce traffic impacts
Suggested increase of affordable housing

Biological Resources
DFG requests a recent identification and assessment of all locally endangered, threatened, and unique species and sensitive habitats
DFG requests that a CESA permit be required if the project could potentially result in the "take" of species
DFG request analysis of migratory species and impacts from changes in ornamental landscaping
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DFG requests analysis of any modifications to Fuel Modification Zones, no use of FMZ for mitigation areas
DFG opposes any loss of water courses, including concrete channels
DFG requests a Streambed Alteration Agreement (SAA) if any lake, stream bed, bank, or channel is impacted
Can the “Tree City USA” standard be applied to Sylmar

Public Services
Parks and recreational areas are dry, old, ugly, and overpopulated
Investigate grey water use
Need police enforcement in the Sylmar parks
Services needed that will accommodate the growth – police, fire, water, animal regulation
No street cleaning services on Dronfield between Sayre and Astoria

Transportation and Traffic
Traffic and utility issues are not being properly addressed
Too much traffic for the streets to handle (Esp. Hubbard/210fwy)
Roxford, SF Road, Polk, and Glenoaks should be widened and repaved
Sidewalks/multi-use walkways needed
Polk Street shouldn’t be a major highway – there are too many children/pedestrians walking along with rapid traffic and no safe sidewalks
Citywide bike plan
Maclay/Gladstone – Major traffic
Needs speed bumps for the speeding issue around the school, Dronfield between Sayre and Astoria 
High rates 0f speed on connecting side streets. Total disregard for stop signs and traffic lights.
Traffic signals are confusing on Hubbard at the 210E on-ramp 
Dirt streets around Rancho Cascades need to be pavedDirt streets around Rancho Cascades need to be paved
Bad street parking
The speed of traffic is terrible [Especially on Foothill between Balboa and Maclay]
Caltrans states that analysis for impacts on state facilities must consider those standards/thresholds
Caltrans wants to provide input on projects considered as part of the project buildout
Caltrans--include TDM strategies as mitigation measures
CalTrans suggest the implementation of a funding program to improve the State highway system

Hydrology and Water Quality
Decrease potential development in the Pacoima Canyon watershed
Requested analysis of all flood control channel right-of-ways

Air Quality
SCAQMD--Identification of air pollutants that can contribute to health risk factors
SCAQMD requests consistency with the CEQA Air Quality Handbook

Noise
Noise pollution (from traffic, sub-woofers, and sound systems on the fwy)
Need soundwalls on freeway
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